
Numinous October 2018 – 

Indra’s Net and The Many Faceted Jewel of the Self.. 

The inspiration for this month’s Numinous group meeting comes from Indra’s Net. Indra’s Net is 

an infinitely large net of cords owned by the Vedic deva Indra, which hangs over his palace on 

Mount Meru, the axis mundi of Buddhist and Hindu cosmology.  

Far away in the heavenly abode of the great god Indra, there is a wonderful net which stretches 

out infinitely in all directions. The Net has a single glittering many faceted jewel at each node.  

 

 

There hang the jewels, glittering like stars in the first magnitude, a wonderful sight to behold. If 

we look at any one of these jewels we will discover that in its polished surfaces are reflected all 

the other jewels in the net.  

  

In her blog post ‘A Scientist’s Dance with the Divine’, Sushmita Mukherjee PhD brings Indra’s 

Net into relationship with Jungian Archetype. 

To me, this image of Indra’s jeweled net is very close to Carl Jung’s idea of the archetypes 

of the collective unconscious. The collective unconscious can be thought of as the ocean, 

in which we are all immersed (he did say, repeatedly, that we live in the psyche, rather than 

the psyche living in us).  

 



Throughout this ocean of the collective unconscious are scattered the archetypes – 

condensations of instinct and psychic potentialities – that may manifest in our lives at times, 

in response to inner or outer stimuli – only to relax back into the unconscious when the 

stimulus recedes.  

 

We can integrate parts of their manifestation in our lives but the underlying archetype never 

loses its numinosity. Archetypes are our common inheritance, like the jewels of Indra’s net, 

and no one person can own them or vanquish them.  

 

 

This Month at Numinous we will have a discussion inspired by the image of 

Indra’s Net and then we’ll use action methods to explore our discussion 

further. 

 

 

Below are links for further reading and information. They are not required for the meeting. 

 

1 "Indra's net - Wikipedia." https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indra%27s_net. Accessed 30 Sep. 
2018.(edited) 

1 "Yuendumu - art Aborigene — Art Aborigène d'Australie - Aboriginal ...." 
http://www.aboriginalsignature.com/yuendumu-art-aborigene-peinture/. Accessed 30 Sep. 2018. 

1 "A scientist's dance with the divine — On-Seeing." 25 Sep. 2018, https://www.on-
seeing.com/home/2018/9/24/a-scientists-dance-with-the-divine. Accessed 30 Sep. 
2018.(edited) 

 

1 "Kher Bharti | Indra's Net (6) (2007) | MutualArt." https://www.mutualart.com/Artwork/Indra-s-
Net--6-/F5110D61EF132AF3. Accessed 30 Sep. 2018. 

1 "Indra's Realms - Pong 274 by batjorge on DeviantArt." 5 Nov. 2017, 
https://www.deviantart.com/batjorge/art/Indra-s-Realms-Pong-274-713534026. Accessed 30 
Sep. 2018. 
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