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EVIL FROM THE PSYCHOLOGICAL POINT OF VIEW

Liliane Frey, Ph.D.

I. lntroduction

Evil is a phenomenon that exists and has always existed only

in the human world. Animals know nothing oI it' But thele is no

form of religion, of ethics, or o{ community life in which it is not

important. What is more, we need to discriminate between evil and

goid in ou, daily life with others, and as p'sychologists in orr- profes

s'ional work. And yet it is difficult to give a precise definition of

rvhat we mean by these terms pychologically.

In our everyday speech, we use the terms good and evil as

though they *"r. opporit .-good having the "highest".m-ora1 value

and ivil the "lowet." These standards are always binding on a

specilic community, and are obligatory for the individual' In large

measure they are emotionally toned' Therefore, to commit evil

usually causes feelings of sin and guilt-and also fear of punishment'

It would exceed the framework of this lecture to discuss in de-

tail the philosophical and metaphysical meaning of good and evil' I

shall thlrefore not consider what good and evil are intrinsically:

rlhether evil is only a lqiaatio boni, for example, or whether edl as

such actually exists I or whether it even is included in the Divine

plan for salvation. Nor shall I touch upon the question, of whether

ihe.e is an "a priorl' knowledge of good and evil' Neitier shall we

.o.r...n ot.r.lu.* with the historical aspects of the moral law-that

is, its variations according to time and place' On the other hand'

i:' is important that we have some common understanding of the

.rorul .lde which, more or less as "unwritten law," determines the

\cTE: This paper, entitled "Das Biise in psychologischer Sjcht'" appeared in
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